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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-23, 25-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Cohen (US Patent 6,501,739). 

With regard to claims 1 and 31, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing 
server 22 (receiving a call / initiating data communication) coupled to PSTN 14 and 
public data network 20, such as Internet, as illustrated by Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35- 
40 and 48-51). Each conference participant indicates (forwarding group related) a 
current state (determining whether group processing) by providing to the conference 
server 22 a predefined DTMF tone via communicator 10 and/or sending (forwarding 
group related) a predefined control message from computer 16. Examples of current 
states include ONLINE, indicating that a participant is in the conference and SLEEP, 
indicating that participant elects not to participate (column 7, line 60 - column 8, line 4). 
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The selection of which audio signals are to be mixed at a particular mixer is performed 
in accordance (retrieving results) with control messages (column 7, lines 38-41). 

With regard to claims 2, 3, 32 and 33, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing 
server 22 (call processing engine) coupled to PSTN 14 and public data network 20, 
such as Internet, as illustrated by Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48-51). In a 
public data network, such as Internet, it is inherent that data is transmitted as data 
packets (data packets). Each conference participant indicates a current state by 
providing to the conference server 22 a predefined DTMF tone via communicator 10 
and/or sending a predefined control message (address information) from computer 16. 
Examples of current states include ONLINE, indicating that a participant is in the 
conference and SLEEP, indicating that participant elects not to participate (column 7, 
line 60 - column 8, line 4). 

With regard to claims 4, 5, 34 and 35, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing 
server 22 coupled to PSTN 14 and public data network 20, such as Internet, as 
illustrated by Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48-51). The telephone conferencing 
server 22 would support a call between two (resolve group request to a single target 
recipient) or several (manage more than one target recipient) participants. 

With regard to claims 6 and 36, examples of current states also include 
STANDBY (identifying ... as available targets), indicating that a participant is not 
currently participating, but willing to be online (column 7, line 60 - column 8, line 4). 
The selection of which audio signals are to be mixed at a particular mixer is performed 
in accordance (retrieving) with control messages (column 7, lines 38-41). 
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With regard to claim 7, control messages are received by network interface 28 
(database) as illustrated by figure 2 (column 6, lines 27-29). 

With regard to claim 8, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing server 22 
coupled to PSTN 14 and public data network 20, such as Internet, as illustrated by 
Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48-51). The telephone conferencing server 22 
would support a call (establish data communication) between two or several 
participants. 

With regard to claim 10, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing server 22 
coupled to PSTN 14 and public data network 20, such as Internet, as illustrated by 
Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48-51). The conferencing server 22 includes 
network interface 28 (call processing engine) for receiving control messages that control 
(executing) mixers 26 (group processor) (column 6, lines 27-29). 

With regard to claim 1 1 , the conferencing server 22 includes network interface 28 
(call processing engine) for receiving control messages that control (responsive to) 
mixers 26 (group processor) (column 6, lines 27-29). 

With regard to claim 12 and 13, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing 
server 22 coupled to PSTN 14 and public data network 20, such as Internet, as 
illustrated by Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48-51). In a public data network, such 
as Internet, it is inherent that data is transmitted as data packets (data packets). Each 
conference participant indicates a current state by providing to the conference server 22 
a predefined DTMF tone via communicator 10 and/or sending a predefined control 
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message (identify one or more intended recipients / header information) from computer 
16 (column 7, line 60 - column 8, line 4). 

With regard to claims 14 and 15, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing 
server 22 coupled to PSTN 14 and public data network 20, such as Internet, as 
illustrated by Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48-51). The telephone conferencing 
server 22 would support a call (initiate a call) between two (resolve group request to a 
single target recipient) participants. 

With regard to claims 16 and 17, each conference participant indicates a current 
state (determine the availability) by providing to the conference server 22 (operative 
initiate a call) a predefined DTMF tone via communicator 10 and/or sending a 
predefined control message from computer 16. Examples of current states include 
ONLINE, indicating that a participant is in the conference and SLEEP, indicating that 
participant elects not to participate (column 7, line 60 - column 8, line 4). 

With regard to claim 18, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing server 22 
(call processing server) coupled to PSTN 14 and public data network 20, such as 
Internet, as illustrated by Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48-51). The conferencing 
server 22 includes network interface 28 (call processing engine / contact server) for 
receiving control messages that control mixers 26 (grouping server) (column 6, lines 27- 
29). 

With regard to claim 19, 22 and 23, each conference participant indicates a 
current state (availability of one or more intended recipients / determines the availability) 
by providing to the conference server 22 a predefined DTMF tone via communicator 10 
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and/or sending a predefined control message from computer 16. Examples of current 
states include ONLINE (initiates a call), indicating that a participant is in the conference 
and SLEEP, indicating that participant elects not to participate (column 7, line 60 - 
column 8, line 4). 

With regard to claim 20 and 21 , Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing 
server 22 coupled to PSTN 14 and public data network 20 (data communication), such 
as Internet, as illustrated by Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48-51). The telephone 
conferencing server 22 would support a call between two (resolve group request to a 
single target recipient) participants. 

With regard to claim 25, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing server 22 
(receive a call / initiate data communication) coupled to PSTN 14 and public data 
network 20, such as Internet, as illustrated by Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48- 
51 ). In a public data network, such as Internet, it is inherent that data is transmitted as 
data packets (data packets). Each conference participant indicates (forward group 
related) a current state (determine whether group processing) by providing to the 
conference server 22 a predefined DTMF tone via communicator 10 and/or sending 
(forward group related) a predefined control message from computer 16. Examples of 
current states include ONLINE, indicating that a participant is in the conference and 
SLEEP, indicating that participant elects not to participate (column 7, line 60 - column 
8, line 4). The selection of which audio signals are to be mixed at a particular mixer is 
performed in accordance (processing results) with control messages (column 7, lines 
38-41). 
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With regard to claim 26, each conference participant indicates a current state by 
providing to the conference server 22 a predefined DTMF tone via communicator 10 
and/or sending a predefined control message (address information) from computer 16. 
Examples of current states include ONLINE, indicating that a participant is in the 
conference and SLEEP, indicating that participant elects not to participate (column 7, 
line 60 - column 8, line 4). 

With regard to claims 27 and 28, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing 
server 22 coupled to PSTN 14 and public data network 20, such as Internet, as 
illustrated by Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48-51). The telephone conferencing 
server 22 would support a call between two (resolve group request to a single target 
recipient) or several (manage a plurality of said one or more intended recipients) 
participants. 

With regard to claim 29, examples of current states also include STANDBY 
(identifying ... as available targets), indicating that a participant is not currently 
participating, but willing to be online (column 7, line 60 - column 8, line 4). The 
selection of which audio signals are to be mixed at a particular mixer is performed in 
accordance (retrieving) with control messages (column 7, lines 38-41). 

With regard to claim 30, Cohen discloses a telephone conferencing server 22 
coupled to PSTN 14 and public data network 20, such as Internet, as illustrated by 
Figure 1 (column 5, lines 35-40 and 48-51). The telephone conferencing server 22 
would support a call (establish data communication) between two or several 
participants. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 9 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cohen (US Patent 6,501 ,739) in view of Holden (US Patent 6,771 ,639). 

With regard to claims 9 and 24, Cohen does not teach that a call is transmitted in 
accordance with Session Initiation Protocol. 

Holden discloses that various standards have been proposed for voice and 
multimedia communications over data networks (column 1 , lines 35-36). One such 
standard is Session Initiation Protocol (Session Initiation Protocol) (column 1, lines 41- 
42). Holden discloses systems 14, 16, 18 and 20 that may communicate using Session 
Initiation Protocol (column 3, lines 60-62). 

A person of ordinary skill in the art to which the invention pertains would have 
been motivated to employ Holden in Cohen to establish, maintain and terminate 
multimedia sessions over a data network (column 1, lines 42-44). At the time the 
invention was made, therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to which the invention pertains to combine Cohen and Holden (collectively "Cohen- 
Holden") to obtain the invention as specified in claims 9 and 24. 



Application/Control Number: 09/891,070 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 2661 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew W Wahba whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3081 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau T Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-3126. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Respectfully Submitted, 





February 3, 2005 



SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



